Foolish Things is One of a Kind
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In 2003, Bucks and Honey released an album called Foolish Things that

showcase the talents of the Bucks, Daniel Helen and Grant Hartwick and

Honey, Dale Cooper.

It dropped in my lap a couple of months ago, given to me by one of its

creators, Daniel Halen.

The songs on this CD encompass the varied traditions of blues, rockabilly,

ballad and a bit of island rhythm.

An ambitious effort for such an underground CD, Halen told me it was “kind

of a one-off thing”.

I was surprised to hear that no punches were pulled on this endeavour.

This CD is anything but low rent.

The Bucks guitar work on the rock and bluesy songs is heartfelt. The

arrangements provide space for each to do their thing without stepping on

each other’s toes.

Cinnamon Stick blasts out of the chute like an old Stevie Ray Vaughn song,

heavy blues riffing and bass, drums driving the beat along. In the grand

tradition of songs about girls, the double entenderes are plentiful.

Dale Cooper is featured as a background singer on almost every song and

comes to the front to sing Right In My Pocket, Workin’ For The Man and

Cheque This Out. These songs I would describe as domestic blues: songs

about the everyday turn in daily life that grinds you down and gets you

up.

There is a near rap break in Cheque This Out that reminded me of the

heyday of new wave, a kind of Debbie Harry mists of time moment. “Sherman

set the way back machine to 1980.”

Daniel Halen is featured on a few songs that to my ears are interesting in

their use of the singing in close, double-tracked harmony. The

arrangements on Foolish Things, Friend To Me and You Hurt Me are very

polished and the multi instrumentation steps up the complexity of these

tunes.

Princess Sophia, the second to last song on this disc, recounts the wreck

of the fated ship, four hours out of Skagway, in the fall of 1918. This

song fits in well with the folk tradition of historical reportage.

I’m a great fan of this type of song. If you remember Stan Roger’s Mary

Ellen Carter or Gordon Lightfoot’s The Wreck of the Edmund Fitzgerald you

can see how this song would fit into such a lexicon.

Overall, the album speaks of regular people doing everyday things and

getting by with a bit of lovin’ at the end of the evening.

The album ends with the song Hope: hope for peace, hope for love and all

the things we contemplate and never see to completion. Not a bad sentiment

overall. What some might call naïve I would describe as wisdom.

We have short reprise as the album’s only instrumental Yukon River Journey

floats by. This is a quiet piece of great guitar work with a flute to add

atmosphere. It is very evocative of floating down a river and plays like a

mini documentary.

Foolish Things is available on the Internet at CD Baby or drop me an email

and I’ll put you in touch with the band.
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Foolish Things is a one-off CD that embraced traditions of blues,

rockabilly, ballad and a bit of island rhythm.

